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self-examination reveals to us that, even while we are
working for these pure political ideals, our thoughts are still
in bondage. A haughty nobleman of the eighteenth century
could better understand the ideas of the rising civic popula-
tion than we could enter into the thoughts of our Fourth
Estate.

" The disposition of the working classes has been charac-
terised by Aristotle in the classic expression : yaipovcnv
edv TI$ ea 717)09 rcu9 l&iow o-yoKa&iv \ a statement which,
in these more emancipated modern days may be qualified,
but can never become entirely false. For these classes of
society, private life and the toil and burden of domestic
cares are the very core of their existence; but while, for
that reason, they are fully justified in trying to gain some
control of the conduct of the State, they are not in a position
to perform any continuous and regular service for the
State. They are seldom enthusiastic for that lively, in-
tellectual war of mind with mind which to the cultured man
is the bread of life ; and they are prone to sacrifice freedom
of thought for a benevolent administration which will exert
itself to promote the well-being of the people at large. Of
all the spiritual forces it is always the Church which exercises
the strongest sway over a mind of this type. This is the
reason why it is difficult for the scholar to give an accurate
judgment on the latest stage in the development of Bona-
partism. The importance of this Fourth Estate has never
been so great in the modern world as under the Second
Empire. In the days of the Convention, the Paris mob
controlled the government of the State, and they derived
a portion of their power from the smoothly-running ad-
ministrative machine. Under Napoleon III. they stood
outside the Government, and yet the Fourth Estate was
still the most important class in the State. Continuous
attention to the happiness of the multitude was the leading
principle of the new Bonapartism. Even to-day, under the
so-called Republic, the future of the realm lies undoubtedly
in the hands of the peasantry and the working classes.